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LONG ISLAND / TOWNS

Farmingdale Women's Club gathers food for students over winter
break

=

Club member Linda Hayes, left, of Farmingdale, fills a bag held by volunteer Kerry Zaino, of East Meadow, as fellow volunteer Andres Rivera, of
Westbury, watches on Tuesday at the Farmingdale Public Library. Credit: Rick Kopstein

By Joseph Ostapiuk
joseph.ostapiuk@newsday.com X@OstapiukJ
Updated February 13,2025 5:50 pm
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When school breaks for winter recess, some students will hope for snowy days and sledding. Others, however, will
worry about their next meal.

The Farmingdale Women'’s Club, a philanthropic group, for a second year gathered food from the community in a
partnership with the school district to distribute meals to children who typically rely on school breakfast and lunch.
The effort, “Operation Shut the Door on Hunger," is part of a patchwork effort to help feed children when class isn’t

in session.
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Farmingdale public schools and many others across Long Island are on a weeklong break starting Monday,
Presidents Day.
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“There’s a tremendous amount of school districts on Long Island, and each school district really stands on their own
in terms of identifying and then serving those children who are food insecure,” said Jessica Rosati, vice president for

programs and community services for Long Island Cares, a nonprofit serving Nassau and Suffolk counties.

WHAT NEWSDAY FOUND

= As students' winter break approaches, the Farmingdale Women'’s Club gathered food in a partnership
with the school district for children who typically rely on school breakfast and lunch.

= Nearly 1in 5 children nationally in 2023 lived in homes where it was uncertain if there would be
enough food to meet the needs of everyone in their family, the U.S. Department of Agriculture said.

= Long Island Cares estimates 45,000 children on Long Island are food insecure, according to the

nonprofit’'s website.

Nearly 1in 5 children nationally in 2023 lived in homes where it was uncertain if there would be enough food to
meet the needs of everyone in their family, the U.S. Department of Agriculture said. Long Island Cares estimates

45,000 children on Long Island are food insecure, according to the nonprofit’s website.

The women’s club gathered 34 totes of food and hundreds of dollars in gift cards at the Farmingdale Public Library
that on Tuesday were passed on to social workers from the Farmingdale school district, which enrolls approximately
5,100 students. That food and monetary support will then be distributed to in-need students, said Tina Diamond,

chair of the club’'s community impact program.

“During that week that the schools are off, at least they have cereal, peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, tuna fish,”

Diamond said. “At least they have something to eat.”
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Volunteer Julia Leogrande, of Wantagh, creates note cards to put in the bags for the children. Credit: Rick Kopstein

Robust community support

Diamond said the group started the program last year and was met with robust community support. The club was
initially only accepting donations on Fridays at the library, but additional days were needed for residents to drop off
supplies, she said.

Soon, the library began accepting donations every day.

Library Director Christa Lucarelli said the facility often gets a firsthand look at food insecurity and those who are
just looking to get shelter for a few hours, highlighting the need for the program.

Advertisement

“This is great that the women’s club does this for the families and has partnered with the social workers to make

sure that these baskets of food get to the families,” Lucarelli said in an interview.

A school district’s eligibility to receive support when school isn’t in session often doesn’t present the entire picture

of food insecurity in individual schools, Rosati, of Long Island Cares, said.

Only one school in the Farmingdale district has more than half of its students qualify for free or reduced lunch,
which is the metric to qualify for weekend food support, according to Rosati.

“We find that a lot on Long Island, where you have these schools that may not have that 50% rate or above of
childrenin need, and unfortunately, those schools don’t get support,' Rosati said.

Still, Long Island Cares data from January shows three contractors of the nonprofit served 639 households in the

Farmingdale area, Rosati said, with Long Island Cares directly serving 527 Farmingdale children.
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Gov. Kathy Hochul in her State of the State address last month pitched a plan to provide free breakfast and lunch to
all New York students, regardless of their income. Currently, the Community Eligibility Provision program mandates
universal free meals for school districts where 25% of the school population either receives free or reduced lunch.

Just because a high percentage of the community doesn’t receive free or reduced lunch, “that doesn’'t mean that
there are kids that are not in need — there absolutely is,” Rosati said.

That’s where organizations and food banks “bridge those gaps,” she said.

By Joseph Ostapiuk
joseph.ostapiuk@newsday.com X@OstapiukJ

School bus camera ticket refunds ... National Grid strike ...
More snow on the way ... Stroll down Love Lane

Groton

Get more on these and other NewsdayTV stories

Monta

tan

EYEONTHE
STORM

Long|Branch

SPONSORED CONTENT

7 Things Trump Plans To Do for Seniors On SS In 2025 [~
BY SUPER SAVING ONLINE

Seniors at Commack Should Claim These Benefits

Didn't find what you were looking for?

Search newsday.com Q

Advertisement

https://www.newsday.com/long-island/towns/students-food-insecurity-schools-ga8wfptx

4/5


https://www.newsday.com/people/joseph-ostapiuk
mailto:joseph.ostapiuk@newsday.com
https://twitter.com/OstapiukJ
https://www.newsday.com/video/newsdaytv-top-stories
https://tv.newsday.com/
https://tv.newsday.com/
https://tv.newsday.com/
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=813&ntv_ui=b54a7a4a-cb4b-49ed-ae0a-d17ab922ed0e&ntv_a=AAAAAAAAAAhrALA&ntv_fl=r-mNhtdDpoXoOxguXoueaBrWzQnGEflkwH7q-DmnXbG4DXNtSe_wEyKgD0guKj_JeAUTNjzVW03j5ILKFW3Zor3OQSPRkUDuvKJQDOpbczVIKUVFgp94BrWLQrT7ktw9okaEA8XxTyayVWJ4G9bCLmScx31dKDQIutv8-7NmRYqHPuX1dUd6NC_E3ve0TasXcDEiCezaM16my0oSzVulbVeCg5TXFdbzkKbeN6R6AlH4UoryX0Mk2LGn5EwYnnploxqvL_5So1yPEKBRybhamC9aCCUSksZyFGV1MRkrjy2JRwMcGtYWIGypwvIRoJsmnhWGqm0T989VeOg8VD_n0o5FBXZuh4USE1u2xhEFvWf4K6mYFag-3wYrlcBjxYAfntqZ9lk-4tQ4uNJpcNxaBY4UylYJFGs7xeOGcBoyQ4-9X_6bRXjAeEkJ_i0UfdrZ0enL1agUJmXoVbngCgdW6wXtoWv0k7CWP3JEEqhEmOqx4Y-nV4AHtTvSo2tWunMy2sjlssefYT4uFT7f48BdGqnc9jZYGQCSP4Yxe3JDnPdg5ncCE1Lsqg3FVEs_oyxmAXM-M7d8Dgi68Zfidp_Dk_jR9o-evmiHCWyT8tf74DXKFGZis1kTHsxUtjD_fMXL-_Ron0P9yqAV7EO2n5e8FGkVWE7B12IMqz-Tl3PaaRFUec5kEkVmjiDztHDhykHGCYIpXIywDqpz2eCnoDlT_8anDJEVWj4i6BprBVO-_NRlFuECkK4XtpRDJFfM1bwsA2DqJmHDv3X4yn5W9TAEpnJL2dFa7mvIFXxvrE8IjhYu3NXfEoKypntRXeb7eXSOd2_eRAdThoHNTAkJhI4ZzIBYFRDKlXK_XRKc2zFHzDdGXZdcaKl-CFtLj7-DKGjAJiy_qj_rwIwRKzAdql633Q-4W4yPDp2IkWfDSvt88Uw0jvVDRDDx8obvsfS0wheMxJA0nwZ4Ed4D0iwS0E3zsUGFJ-hoOp3WwOCXpCiPWveDIeNRATN8Xdvk2psd5K03g-AyxQeqi6OtbrDRlClNjiUDfrVBYoCxruqVMGPnFfEZftW55awiQFuYixj8odlXHYNqBVE2UMwvlk1X8TxFyb8CtI8_dUmh45U0-d6isJtCs1H-JAzJ1Ws82ygMpoERhRed59OjdFWa6MulWYKApHeM75xGn0-oAg20Jen435QC1l17oXtXQS7i263De9WPtkvpuxXW78NdJ9I9cvLcIRMQ8g3f1YgXIm0RGPir-WK-mRvRsP5BGbSfjLH4eyuBmYCCvG_WyYkRLrgPmLtE1xlOVv5y1qd248zqG-K1RcSwMSJoT4__JAkSNM0V7UqpUSZwhwq3w8Gi5hjx-FcO12Y2HdHmtZMIgMprJ0DzjqA_rYoccYKLi8bh-3Sa2WhP3TxgxjUy6Wkysy38v_raoDPml9iRjfD3xDo-rTW_nGeeQJHcL72TcPgZJXeLPK_CIsYv8guClaLIjn5QWZfGwdWOWZ8zi1_yW8O9edG4G4P7KMor5GoYtpzmxVgOIBO7DXlHeXwJstCXPYwdNlwBT20pf-uK9bIJNmDBHsxsKH8wEXYkiRxiwowB6txvoBpMc-phIfPX7iWOP6LPHLy5KyQjc2zxszryao4vj7StmyP2A4YiZE4ROAL5PGlqO_e9PLRVL1_KT-CjW9qlRovmdl5DoT9J-3-CgT5y700wf283Y5chlF-PHFz8pPv1inAcwp6Oits1bxkBk47pWuR0gLsPAZdAQLupv8iazHSkR7vYLxMM1M538f3d2JZx6UigBw4LmGv6scZFdPFeXR_DAhYmTojut_LJ_2r0j4UuROthg2SsSqbPJjIrvCHTVQcjtKjAZqo3ydEWgjvP7TI12Q==&ord=-842239777&ntv_ht=Ok-vZwA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_r=https://rtb-use.mfadsrvr.com/click/t7R1PDCtbGvcMDE7IjWVb-kSu6Shx5MwI_fMbXumHAhrQ1AV-1mSwQVcFoDcTWGYFSNq6Bx8IdccG4OogFg7BLKspdy9qIrUQFU5cg3uAfQCFXOAP94IkXVttw7EG7PFNSEVK8vPrz883Fn7WcoUSalQFocDM-RDR5AQyjW2Fie8mWAgPeB9YnQbRiJBVPYeFYKkovSYJ02zdbhW2gcf-4oQYMTQRLOFSKBYlP5qnYPDl2zRfF3cbP2ge4HRMZ1M7ATLfFSzSIIgGJQtXbpy4ClGAr3S6mmSu4Iy1Mal0-J3lqVPFGJ_dXoD0BzLKXvjC72AK4toR5-d_VUOGJxWrvmZGQkts-0Sz9Ptwsk0G9ChJlpr12oM0s5m9u75r1LCUhUoYhOLKTpve7mHmQxahf9N_U2uxrkso987a4GGS6eMmbailUeuWUoe_tWp5WtYCIIiDu--ouLtHJGVwBYOk3qWcfKy9ApSc3WpDwC0lVnnAhfWsJKO6T5_VZsJRg///?lp_domain=super-savings-online.com
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=813&ntv_ui=b54a7a4a-cb4b-49ed-ae0a-d17ab922ed0e&ntv_a=AAAAAAAAAAhrALA&ntv_fl=r-mNhtdDpoXoOxguXoueaBrWzQnGEflkwH7q-DmnXbG4DXNtSe_wEyKgD0guKj_JeAUTNjzVW03j5ILKFW3Zor3OQSPRkUDuvKJQDOpbczVIKUVFgp94BrWLQrT7ktw9okaEA8XxTyayVWJ4G9bCLmScx31dKDQIutv8-7NmRYqHPuX1dUd6NC_E3ve0TasXcDEiCezaM16my0oSzVulbVeCg5TXFdbzkKbeN6R6AlH4UoryX0Mk2LGn5EwYnnploxqvL_5So1yPEKBRybhamC9aCCUSksZyFGV1MRkrjy2JRwMcGtYWIGypwvIRoJsmnhWGqm0T989VeOg8VD_n0o5FBXZuh4USE1u2xhEFvWf4K6mYFag-3wYrlcBjxYAfntqZ9lk-4tQ4uNJpcNxaBY4UylYJFGs7xeOGcBoyQ4-9X_6bRXjAeEkJ_i0UfdrZ0enL1agUJmXoVbngCgdW6wXtoWv0k7CWP3JEEqhEmOqx4Y-nV4AHtTvSo2tWunMy2sjlssefYT4uFT7f48BdGqnc9jZYGQCSP4Yxe3JDnPdg5ncCE1Lsqg3FVEs_oyxmAXM-M7d8Dgi68Zfidp_Dk_jR9o-evmiHCWyT8tf74DXKFGZis1kTHsxUtjD_fMXL-_Ron0P9yqAV7EO2n5e8FGkVWE7B12IMqz-Tl3PaaRFUec5kEkVmjiDztHDhykHGCYIpXIywDqpz2eCnoDlT_8anDJEVWj4i6BprBVO-_NRlFuECkK4XtpRDJFfM1bwsA2DqJmHDv3X4yn5W9TAEpnJL2dFa7mvIFXxvrE8IjhYu3NXfEoKypntRXeb7eXSOd2_eRAdThoHNTAkJhI4ZzIBYFRDKlXK_XRKc2zFHzDdGXZdcaKl-CFtLj7-DKGjAJiy_qj_rwIwRKzAdql633Q-4W4yPDp2IkWfDSvt88Uw0jvVDRDDx8obvsfS0wheMxJA0nwZ4Ed4D0iwS0E3zsUGFJ-hoOp3WwOCXpCiPWveDIeNRATN8Xdvk2psd5K03g-AyxQeqi6OtbrDRlClNjiUDfrVBYoCxruqVMGPnFfEZftW55awiQFuYixj8odlXHYNqBVE2UMwvlk1X8TxFyb8CtI8_dUmh45U0-d6isJtCs1H-JAzJ1Ws82ygMpoERhRed59OjdFWa6MulWYKApHeM75xGn0-oAg20Jen435QC1l17oXtXQS7i263De9WPtkvpuxXW78NdJ9I9cvLcIRMQ8g3f1YgXIm0RGPir-WK-mRvRsP5BGbSfjLH4eyuBmYCCvG_WyYkRLrgPmLtE1xlOVv5y1qd248zqG-K1RcSwMSJoT4__JAkSNM0V7UqpUSZwhwq3w8Gi5hjx-FcO12Y2HdHmtZMIgMprJ0DzjqA_rYoccYKLi8bh-3Sa2WhP3TxgxjUy6Wkysy38v_raoDPml9iRjfD3xDo-rTW_nGeeQJHcL72TcPgZJXeLPK_CIsYv8guClaLIjn5QWZfGwdWOWZ8zi1_yW8O9edG4G4P7KMor5GoYtpzmxVgOIBO7DXlHeXwJstCXPYwdNlwBT20pf-uK9bIJNmDBHsxsKH8wEXYkiRxiwowB6txvoBpMc-phIfPX7iWOP6LPHLy5KyQjc2zxszryao4vj7StmyP2A4YiZE4ROAL5PGlqO_e9PLRVL1_KT-CjW9qlRovmdl5DoT9J-3-CgT5y700wf283Y5chlF-PHFz8pPv1inAcwp6Oits1bxkBk47pWuR0gLsPAZdAQLupv8iazHSkR7vYLxMM1M538f3d2JZx6UigBw4LmGv6scZFdPFeXR_DAhYmTojut_LJ_2r0j4UuROthg2SsSqbPJjIrvCHTVQcjtKjAZqo3ydEWgjvP7TI12Q==&ord=-842239777&ntv_ht=Ok-vZwA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_r=https://rtb-use.mfadsrvr.com/click/t7R1PDCtbGvcMDE7IjWVb-kSu6Shx5MwI_fMbXumHAhrQ1AV-1mSwQVcFoDcTWGYFSNq6Bx8IdccG4OogFg7BLKspdy9qIrUQFU5cg3uAfQCFXOAP94IkXVttw7EG7PFNSEVK8vPrz883Fn7WcoUSalQFocDM-RDR5AQyjW2Fie8mWAgPeB9YnQbRiJBVPYeFYKkovSYJ02zdbhW2gcf-4oQYMTQRLOFSKBYlP5qnYPDl2zRfF3cbP2ge4HRMZ1M7ATLfFSzSIIgGJQtXbpy4ClGAr3S6mmSu4Iy1Mal0-J3lqVPFGJ_dXoD0BzLKXvjC72AK4toR5-d_VUOGJxWrvmZGQkts-0Sz9Ptwsk0G9ChJlpr12oM0s5m9u75r1LCUhUoYhOLKTpve7mHmQxahf9N_U2uxrkso987a4GGS6eMmbailUeuWUoe_tWp5WtYCIIiDu--ouLtHJGVwBYOk3qWcfKy9ApSc3WpDwC0lVnnAhfWsJKO6T5_VZsJRg///?lp_domain=super-savings-online.com
https://jadserve.postrelease.com/trk?ntv_at=813&ntv_ui=b54a7a4a-cb4b-49ed-ae0a-d17ab922ed0e&ntv_a=AAAAAAAAAAhrALA&ntv_fl=r-mNhtdDpoXoOxguXoueaBrWzQnGEflkwH7q-DmnXbG4DXNtSe_wEyKgD0guKj_JeAUTNjzVW03j5ILKFW3Zor3OQSPRkUDuvKJQDOpbczVIKUVFgp94BrWLQrT7ktw9okaEA8XxTyayVWJ4G9bCLmScx31dKDQIutv8-7NmRYqHPuX1dUd6NC_E3ve0TasXcDEiCezaM16my0oSzVulbVeCg5TXFdbzkKbeN6R6AlH4UoryX0Mk2LGn5EwYnnploxqvL_5So1yPEKBRybhamC9aCCUSksZyFGV1MRkrjy2JRwMcGtYWIGypwvIRoJsmnhWGqm0T989VeOg8VD_n0o5FBXZuh4USE1u2xhEFvWf4K6mYFag-3wYrlcBjxYAfntqZ9lk-4tQ4uNJpcNxaBY4UylYJFGs7xeOGcBoyQ4-9X_6bRXjAeEkJ_i0UfdrZ0enL1agUJmXoVbngCgdW6wXtoWv0k7CWP3JEEqhEmOqx4Y-nV4AHtTvSo2tWunMy2sjlssefYT4uFT7f48BdGqnc9jZYGQCSP4Yxe3JDnPdg5ncCE1Lsqg3FVEs_oyxmAXM-M7d8Dgi68Zfidp_Dk_jR9o-evmiHCWyT8tf74DXKFGZis1kTHsxUtjD_fMXL-_Ron0P9yqAV7EO2n5e8FGkVWE7B12IMqz-Tl3PaaRFUec5kEkVmjiDztHDhykHGCYIpXIywDqpz2eCnoDlT_8anDJEVWj4i6BprBVO-_NRlFuECkK4XtpRDJFfM1bwsA2DqJmHDv3X4yn5W9TAEpnJL2dFa7mvIFXxvrE8IjhYu3NXfEoKypntRXeb7eXSOd2_eRAdThoHNTAkJhI4ZzIBYFRDKlXK_XRKc2zFHzDdGXZdcaKl-CFtLj7-DKGjAJiy_qj_rwIwRKzAdql633Q-4W4yPDp2IkWfDSvt88Uw0jvVDRDDx8obvsfS0wheMxJA0nwZ4Ed4D0iwS0E3zsUGFJ-hoOp3WwOCXpCiPWveDIeNRATN8Xdvk2psd5K03g-AyxQeqi6OtbrDRlClNjiUDfrVBYoCxruqVMGPnFfEZftW55awiQFuYixj8odlXHYNqBVE2UMwvlk1X8TxFyb8CtI8_dUmh45U0-d6isJtCs1H-JAzJ1Ws82ygMpoERhRed59OjdFWa6MulWYKApHeM75xGn0-oAg20Jen435QC1l17oXtXQS7i263De9WPtkvpuxXW78NdJ9I9cvLcIRMQ8g3f1YgXIm0RGPir-WK-mRvRsP5BGbSfjLH4eyuBmYCCvG_WyYkRLrgPmLtE1xlOVv5y1qd248zqG-K1RcSwMSJoT4__JAkSNM0V7UqpUSZwhwq3w8Gi5hjx-FcO12Y2HdHmtZMIgMprJ0DzjqA_rYoccYKLi8bh-3Sa2WhP3TxgxjUy6Wkysy38v_raoDPml9iRjfD3xDo-rTW_nGeeQJHcL72TcPgZJXeLPK_CIsYv8guClaLIjn5QWZfGwdWOWZ8zi1_yW8O9edG4G4P7KMor5GoYtpzmxVgOIBO7DXlHeXwJstCXPYwdNlwBT20pf-uK9bIJNmDBHsxsKH8wEXYkiRxiwowB6txvoBpMc-phIfPX7iWOP6LPHLy5KyQjc2zxszryao4vj7StmyP2A4YiZE4ROAL5PGlqO_e9PLRVL1_KT-CjW9qlRovmdl5DoT9J-3-CgT5y700wf283Y5chlF-PHFz8pPv1inAcwp6Oits1bxkBk47pWuR0gLsPAZdAQLupv8iazHSkR7vYLxMM1M538f3d2JZx6UigBw4LmGv6scZFdPFeXR_DAhYmTojut_LJ_2r0j4UuROthg2SsSqbPJjIrvCHTVQcjtKjAZqo3ydEWgjvP7TI12Q==&ord=-842239777&ntv_ht=Ok-vZwA&ntv_tad=16&ntv_r=https://rtb-use.mfadsrvr.com/click/t7R1PDCtbGvcMDE7IjWVb-kSu6Shx5MwI_fMbXumHAhrQ1AV-1mSwQVcFoDcTWGYFSNq6Bx8IdccG4OogFg7BLKspdy9qIrUQFU5cg3uAfQCFXOAP94IkXVttw7EG7PFNSEVK8vPrz883Fn7WcoUSalQFocDM-RDR5AQyjW2Fie8mWAgPeB9YnQbRiJBVPYeFYKkovSYJ02zdbhW2gcf-4oQYMTQRLOFSKBYlP5qnYPDl2zRfF3cbP2ge4HRMZ1M7ATLfFSzSIIgGJQtXbpy4ClGAr3S6mmSu4Iy1Mal0-J3lqVPFGJ_dXoD0BzLKXvjC72AK4toR5-d_VUOGJxWrvmZGQkts-0Sz9Ptwsk0G9ChJlpr12oM0s5m9u75r1LCUhUoYhOLKTpve7mHmQxahf9N_U2uxrkso987a4GGS6eMmbailUeuWUoe_tWp5WtYCIIiDu--ouLtHJGVwBYOk3qWcfKy9ApSc3WpDwC0lVnnAhfWsJKO6T5_VZsJRg///?lp_domain=super-savings-online.com

