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Harry Raines, 37, of Bethpage,
was assistant vice president of
global networking for eSpeed at
Cantor Fitzgerald in the north
tower. His remains were identified inOctober 2001.

A daughter remembers
Every now and then, Kimberly Raines goes into her
dresser drawer and pulls out a quilt stitched together
by strangers using some of her dad’s shirts, ties and
jackets. Pictures taken of her and her father, Harry
Raines, who died whenKimberly was 21/2, were also
used to sew the cover together.

“Itmakesme sad because Imiss him,” said Kim-
berly, now 12. “But it alsomakesme happy because
it shows us doing things together.”

On the quilt, there is an image of Kimberly and her
dad painting Easter eggs together. There is a photo
of the little girl and her father shoveling snow. There
is a picture of father and daughter falling asleep in
the exact same position. And there are photos of
themat DisneyWorld, the family’s last vacation
together, a week before hewas killed.

Kimberly’smemories of her dad come frompic-
tures, homemade videos and stories told to her by
hermother, LaurenRaines; her sister, Jillian, now 18;
her brother, Kyle, now 16, and other relatives.

“I feel like I didn’t get to know him,” she said. “But
then I feel it’s more upsetting to havememories.”

The seventh grader does, however, have two
independentmemories of her dad. Kimberly said she
rememberedwaking up one sunny day and running
into her parents’ roomwhile they were still asleep.

“I woke him up and I pushed him around on the
shoulders,” she recalled. “He pickedme up and he
tossedme around. Then I looked atmymomand
shewas laughing.”

Raineswas a funny, selflessmanwho loved sports,
his daughter said. Football, basketball, running and
weightlifting—he enjoyed themall. “Wehave all his
football jerseys,” she said. “He had like 20.”

If her dadwere alive, Kimberly saidmany aspects
of her life would be different. For one, shewould
have takenmore of an interest in
sports. “I think I would have been
more like a tomboy,” she said.

—Chau Lam

To leave thoughts and
remembrances, go to

newsday.com/harryraines
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9/11: A DECADE LATER

LI Remembers

‘H
ard Times:
Lost on Long Is-
land,” an HBO
documentary
film, had its

world premiere yesterday at
the Hamptons International
Film Festival.
The film follows Long Is-

landers struggling with fore-
closure, bankruptcy and unem-
ployment for nine months.
What filmmakers found were
local families, increasingly des-
perate, whose plight was large-
ly hidden.
“We talked to probably 200

people,” Marc Levin, the
film’s producer and director,
said in an interview. “Their
self-imposed isolation
stunned me and was incom-
prehensible to me,” he said.
“It was like, ‘Don’t tell your

neighbors,’ ” he said. “ ‘Don’t
tell your family. Don’t reach
out to organizations.’ ”
The film centers on four

families — from Plainview,
Wantagh, Smithtown and
Montauk — and includes a
doctor and a teacher. The film-
makers found the families,
and other Long Islanders in
similarly sticky straits, in din-
ers, foreclosure clinics and un-
employment offices.
Despair and desperation?

On Long Island, which for gen-
erations defined the best of
suburbia for a nation?
Two recent analyses by the

Brookings Institution found
that suburbs are now home to
one-third of the nation’s poor
— and the number of poor sub-
urbanites is rising. Part of the
reason is that more low-in-
come people are moving in.
But the recession is making
life harder for middle-class
residents, too.
Levin, a part-time Amagan-

sett resident, said he chose
Long Island to tell that story
because it is home to Levit-
town, the nation’s first post-

World War II suburb.
But what does it mean to

be struggling on Long Island?
The federal government sets
the poverty line impossibly
low — at $22,113 for a family
of four in 2010 — for a region
that has among the nation’s
highest housing and tax
costs.
A better indicator comes

from the Economic Policy In-
stitute in Washington, which
computes how much a fami-
ly of four needs to cover ne-
cessities, including food,
shelter, transportation and
taxes.
For Long Island, that was

$71,913 in 2009. But Pearl
Kamer, chief economist for
the Long Island Association,
updated that figure for
2010.
Her conclusion: To make it

on Long Island, a family of
four needed a basic budget of
$74,430.
Seth Forman, the Long Is-

land Regional Planning Coun-
cil’s chief planner, measured

the economic stress on local
families in other ways.
According to his analysis,
the region’s median income—
which rose slightly, from
$90,946 to $92,690, between
2000 and 2008 — dropped to
$86,232 in 2010.
That’s a level not seen since
the early 1990s.
Home ownership— the hall-
mark of suburbia — is also off.
The rate is now 79.2 percent
in Nassau and Suffolk; in
2008, it was 80.8 percent.
The new rate is the Island’s
lowest since before 1970, ac-
cording to Forman’s analysis.
And then there’s income.
The U.S. Census breaks
those numbers into “income
bands,” ranging from high to
low. On Long Island, the
number of households in the
top three bands has de-
creased since the onset of
the recession in 2008 —
while the number of house-
holds in the bottom two
bands has increased, accord-
ing to Forman.
The work of Levin, Kamer
and Forman — an artist, an
economist and a planner —
adds flesh to the notion that
Long Islanders are struggling.
But it shouldn’t be in isola-
tion, or in silence.
Levin hopes his film will
fuel a hard look at what’s
going on in a region that he
and his wife, Ellin Burke, who
grew up in Malverne and Am-
ityville, call home.
The film will air on HBO in
2012. But there’s no reason to
wait to take action. “We need
to rediscover a sense of com-
passion,” Levin said.
He’s right. There’s a mean-
ness in the nation that says
poor and struggling people
brought their fate upon them-
selves.
At a time when social servic-
es agencies and not-for-profit
groups are being cut, more
and more local residents need
help.
“They are upstanding, good
Long Islanders that have been
the pillars of the community,”
Levin said. “They are us.”

Scene from “Hard Times: Lost
on Long Island” documentary
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ON VIDEO: Families talk about those they’ve
lost, and what they’ve done to go on living.

Many on LI hide
money struggles

AT HAMPTONS FEST, POLITICS TAKES THE STAGE
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